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It is said that the M
erm

aid
lives in the tunnels of the Blue
Line betw

een Aquarium
 and

M
averick, but be w

arned! The
w

hole system
 is the Lady’s

territory.  W
hen the first

tunnel for the underground
system

 began its big dig, the
M

erm
aid w

as aw
oken early

from
 her hundred year

slum
ber.

At first, despite her
annoyance, the
M

erm
aid did not m

ind
the trains. H

ow
ever, as

the system
s becam

e
m

ore crow
ded and the

subw
ays m

ore full, she
becam

e tired of the
incessant noise and the
continuous running of
the trains day in and
day out. 

The M
erm

aid sw
ore her

vengeance upon the M
BTA

and the com
m

uters w
ho used

its rails. The Lady is a trickster
and often finds w

ays to shut
dow

n the trains. She is
responsible for derailm

ents
and fires, shutting dow

n the
trains for m

onths at a tim
e. 

 The M
erm

aid is
also know

n for
her sm

aller tricks.
She often
sw

itches the
conductor’s
schedules
around. W

hen
this happens, a
train “arriving
now

” m
ay not

com
e for 10 m

ore
long m

inutes
w

hile other trains
never arrive at all.

It 
is 

lik
el

y t
ha

t y
ou

 
ha

ve
 e

nc
ou

nt
er

ed
 th

e
M

er
m

ai
d 

of
 th

e 
M

BT
A

in
 th

e 
tu

nn
el

s o
f o

ur
ci

ty
’s 

gr
ea

t
tr

an
sp

or
ta

tio
n 

sy
st

em
.

H
er

 si
re

n 
so

ng
 is

 in
 th

e
sc

re
ec

hi
ng

 o
f t

he
 tr

ai
ns

 o
n

sh
ar

p 
co

rn
er

s. 
Sh

e 
pe

er
s a

t
yo

u 
be

hi
nd

 w
in

do
w

 gl
as

s
re

fle
ct

io
ns

. S
he

 le
av

es
 w

at
er

y
tr

ai
ls 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

Aq
ua

riu
m

st
at

io
n.

  M
os

t i
m

po
rt

an
tly

, s
he

ye
ar

ns
 to

 sl
ee

p 
an

d 
w

ill
 n

ot
st

op
 h

au
nt

in
g t

he
ra

ils
 u

nt
il,

 a
t l

as
t,

sh
e 

fin
ds

sil
en

ce
 in

w
hi

ch
 to

re
st

.


